Aetat.64.]        Langton rebuked by Johnson*              291
of a long night, lingers for a little while, to sco if hi' can have a favourable opening' to finish with success. < )iu:e when he was beginning to speak, he found himself ovrr powered by the loud voice of Johnson, who was at tin* op. positc end of the table, and did not perceive Goldsmith's attempt. Thus disappointed of his wish to obtain the attention of the company, Goldsmith in a passion threw down his hat, looking angrily at Johnson, and exclaiming m a bitter tone, 'Take it? When Toplady was going to speak, Johnson uttered some sound, which led Goldsmith to think that he was beginning again, and taking the words from Toplady. Upon which, he seized this opportunity of venting his own envy and spleen, under the pretext of supporting another person: 'Sir, (said he to Johnson,) the gentleman has heard you patiently for an hour; pray allow u-. now to hear him'.' JOHNSON, (sternly.) 'Sir, I was not in terrupting the gentleman. I was only giving him a Mgnal of my attention. Sir, you are impertinent.1 Goldsmith made no reply, but continued in the company for some time.
A gentleman present9 ventured to ask Dr. Johnson if there was not a material difference us to toleration of opinions which lead to action, and opinions merely speculative; for instance, would it be wrong in the magistrate to tolrratr those who preach against the doctrine of the TUIMTV? Johnson was highly offended, and said, ' I wonder, Sir, how a gentleman of your piety can introduce this suhjrrt in a mixed company.' He told me afterwards, that the impropriety was, that perhaps some of the company might h.tvr
1 Johnson was not tfive.n to interrupting u speaker, Hawkins (A//v, p. 164), describing his conversation, says : ' For the pleasure hr nun-municatod to his hearers he expected not the. trihute of Htletur; t«u the contrary, he encouraged others, particularly youn^ men, to njiruk. and paid a due attention to what they said.' See /W, under Apul 29, 1776, note.
3 That this was Langton can he seen from H< swell's //*•/•/ /«/,•.». Ati^. 22, 1773, and from Johnson's letters of July 5, 1773, July 5- r/*/4. ;»M Jan. 21, 1775,
t.llKr.1o call at Covent-garden on his wa and that for this, and not for Boswell's reason, he had taken his hi early.   The actor who so assisted him in Young Marlow was takin his benefit this seventh of May; and for an additional attractic Goldsmith had written him an epilogue,'    Forster's Goldsmith, ii-37o well housed; poor woman! tl
